
JULY 15, 2014 

 

PAULSBORO. N.J. 

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

WORK SESSION MEETING 

 

Council Chamber: 

 

     Mayor Hamilton presided at a Work Session Meeting of Council held on the 

above date and place.  

 

     Members present were:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.   

   

     Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order. 

 

     Borough Clerk VanScoy read the opening statement regarding the Open Public 

Meetings Act. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton opened the floor to the public, asked anyone speaking, to give 

their name and address and reminded everyone there was a five (5) minute time 

limit. 

 

     Theodore Holloway, 333 West Adams Street, stated the Borough did a good job 

on 1108 Spruce Street as it looks a lot better. 

 

     Mr. Holloway questioned if the event with the Governor was a public event as 

there were protestors present. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated it was on private property at the Port and there were 

political people and the news media present.  The protestors were asked to leave. 

 

     Mr. Holloway questioned why it was not a public event. 

 

     Councilman Stevenson stated he didn’t get the official telephone call until 2:15 to 

2:25 p.m. the day of the event. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated an email was supposed to have gone out to the invitees. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated the protestor got her time and left on her own. 

 



     Councilwoman Turner stated the ball got dropped as there were invitations sent 

to some people but didn’t get sent to other individuals. 

 

     There wasn’t any further public participation. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

close the floor to the public at 7:12 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Minutes of a Work Session Meeting held on May 20, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  Council 

President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive, file 

and adopt the above minutes.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Bonnie Rick of Hardenbergh Insurance presented the annual “Safety on the 

Agenda” Presentation.  The purpose of the presentation is to share with the 

Governing Body the Borough’s safety program, provide the Governing Body to ask 

safety related questions and present the 2014 Safety Focus Topic, Special Events 

equals Special Attention. 

 

     R. #141.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS OUT 

OF THE 2014 BUDGET.   Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to pay all bills properly signed and adopt R. #141.14.   

 

     Councilman Kidd questioned the bill for Peach Country.  If it was to purchase 

mulch to be used at the playgrounds then the mulch has to be certified.   

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated the Administrator/CFO will find out what the mulch was 

for and if it was certified to be used on the playgrounds. 

 

     Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.   

 

     R. #142.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PROCEDURE TO 

PROCESS BILL PAYMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST FOR THE 

BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO.  (This Resolution allows the Borough to continue to 

pay bills during the month of August.)  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. #142.13.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Receipt of Bids:  Broad Street and Delaware Street, Streetscape Improvements, 

Phase II, Accessible Curb Ramp Repairs: 

 

1. Charles Marandino, Inc.                             $81,080.00 



 

Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

receive, file and spread the bids in the minutes.  All were in favor of the motion. 

   

     Letter from Raymond Jordan, T&M Associates, recommending rejecting the 

above bids as the bids received were over the bid threshold.  Council President 

Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the letter.  

All were in favor of the motion. 

  

     R. #143.14:  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO REJECTING 

ALL BIDS FOR THE ACCESSIBLE CURB RAMP REPAIRS (STREETSCAPE 

PROJECT).  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola 

seconded to adopt R. #143.13.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, 

Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman 

Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #135.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE RENEWAL OF A 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION WITH BROAD PACKAGE PRIVILEGE 

LICENSE #0814-32-010-004 BILLINGSPORT SPIRITS, INC. T/A BENNY’S ON 

THE RAIL.   

 

     Laura Gilmore, Benny’s on the Rail, discussed the conditions recommended by 

the Chief.  She stated she didn’t have any problems with the occupancy condition or 

the closing at 12:00 a.m. but she has an issue with the condition regarding the 

security and times of using security.  Her issue with the condition to have security 

on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights from 7:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. is she doesn’t 

do enough business from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. to warrant having security.  She is 

spending $25,000 a year on security and this will put her out of business.  She has 

also installed cameras to view the establishment while she is at home and she can’t 

afford more security. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated Ms. Gilmore has taken it upon herself to upgrade her 

security and he will give her 100% credit.  He will recommend a doorperson to start 

at 10:00 p.m. instead of 7:00 p.m. 

 

     Ms. Gilmore stated she already has a doorperson on Friday and Saturday nights. 

 

     Chief Wachter further stated Ms. Gilmore has taken a lot of steps forward and 

he will agree to recommend a doorperson on Friday and Saturday nights from 10:00 

p.m. to 12:30 p.m. and eliminate the need for a doorperson on Thursday nights. 

 

     Ms. Gilmore questioned if she doesn’t have any problems after a considerable 

time, could she request a time limit change. 

 



     Chief Wachter stated she could request it and he will continue to work with Ms. 

Gilmore with her security issues. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

adopt R. #135.14 with the conditions recommended by the Chief and amending the 

condition to hire a door person for Friday and Saturday nights from 10:00 p.m. to 

12:30 a.m. and eliminate the need for a doorperson on Thursday nights.  Roll call:  

Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, 

Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  

Motion carried.  

 

     Letter from the Gloucester County Department of Health and Senior Services 

requesting the Shuttle Bus to transport the Paulsboro Senior Citizens to the Annual 

G.C. Senior Citizen Picnic at Red Bank Battlefield in National Park on Tuesday, 

September 10, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Council President Giovannitti 

moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive, file the flyer and approve 

their request.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Receipt of Bids:  Reconstruction of Billings Avenue – Phase V: 

 

1. Landberg Construction, LLC – Base Bid - $141,503.40,  Alt. No. 1 -   

      $42,754.05, Alt. No. 2 - $4,550.00, Total Bid $188,807.45 

2. American Asphalt Company, Inc. – Base Bid - $165,102.50, Alt. No. 1 - 

$53,080.25, Alt. No. 2 - $4,775.00, Total Bid $222,957.75 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

receive, file and spread the bids in the minutes.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Letter from Mark Brunermer, Sickels & Associates, Inc., recommending award of 

bid to Landberg Construction, LLC.  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the letter.  All were in favor of 

the motion. 

 

     R. #144.14:  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF BID FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 

BILLINGS AVENUE – PHASE V TO LANDBERG CONSTRUCTION LLC. FOR 

THE BASE BID OF $141,503.40.  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. #144.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

      

 

 



     INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING: 

 

     O. #06.14:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 23 “CONSTRUCTION 

CODES:  UNIFORM” IN THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO.  

Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt 

O. #06.14 on introduction and first reading and schedule the second reading and 

public hearing on July 29, 2014.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, 

Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Stevenson.  Nays:   

Councilman Kidd, Councilwoman Turner.  Motion carried. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

schedule a Special Meeting on Tuesday, July 29, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. to hold the 

second reading and public hearing on O. #06.14 and to receive the bids for the 

streetscape project.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman 

Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, 

Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

  

     Administrator/CFO Ruggeri’s Report: 

 

1. Sickels & Associates Proposal for 579 North Delaware Street  

2. 2013 Corrective Action Plan 

3. 2014 Salary Ordinance 

4. Administrator Assistant or Aide 

5. Vacant position in the Finance Office 

6. Fort Billings Park 

7. G.C. Soil Conversation application Permit Fee for the Reconstruction of  

      Billings Avenue. 

 

     Councilman Haynes moved and Councilman Kidd seconded to suspend and table 

items #1 through #7 of the Administrator’s Report as the Administrator/CFO is not 

present to discuss them. 

 

     Councilman Haynes moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to discuss item 

#7 under the Administrator/CFO’s report as Erik Biermann from Sickels and 

Associates is present to discuss this matter.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Mr. Biermann stated the Borough has to submit a permit application to the 

Gloucester County Soil Conversation for the reconstruction of Beacon Avenue at a 

cost of $1,705.00. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Stevenson seconded to 

authorize the Water and Sewer Engineers to submit a permit application to the 

G.C. Soil Conservation and authorize Administrator/CFO Ruggeri to cut a check for 

the fee for the permit in the amount of $1,705.00.  All were in favor of the motion. 



 

     Police Chief’s Report: 

 

     Chief Wachter stated he sent a memo today regarding the resignation of a SLEO 

I from the Department and he agreed to allow the resignation immediately. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

accept the resignation of Antwoine Lindsey as SLEO I Officer from the Police 

Department.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Memo from Chief Wachter regarding request for authorization to begin the bid 

and advertising process for patrol vehicles.  Council President Giovannitti moved 

and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the memo.  All were in favor 

of the motion.  

 

     Chief Wachter stated he is requesting permission to meet with the 

Administrator/CFO to see what vehicles are out there and he will come back to 

Council at the September Work Session meeting.  He is looking for two (2) SUVs 

and one (1) car but trying to move away from the Dodges. 

 

     Councilman Kidd questioned why the Department needed SUVs. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated due to the heavy rains, snows and the increased need with 

the Port.  The SUVs will be assigned to the Sergeants and not the patrol. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated the Department is doing an anti-crime approach.  Since 

January 1st there have been 17 search warrants with a total of 27 arrests.  They 

have seized a couple of guns, $18,000 in currency, etc.  He felt they were doing a 

wonderful job and the department is moving in a new direction.  The Department is 

becoming more proactive on the patrol side.   

 

     Chief Wachter stated next Tuesday he will be meeting with a vendor to purchase 

body cameras. 

 

     Chief Wachter also stated he will be making modifications to the police cars.  The 

number of the police car will be on the windshield and back window instead of on 

the bumper. 

 

     Councilman Stevenson stated the trucks are flying on Route 44 and he 

questioned if a letter could be sent to Dana Transport from the Police Department. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated yes. 

 



     Mayor Hamilton discussed the NJLM 99th Annual Conference attendance.  He 

stated he usually goes to the Conference and other Council members would like to 

attend.  It is very educational and there is networking in the evening. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti stated he felt it was important for the Mayor to 

attend but Council needs to think about going as the Borough is on a tight budget.  

He felt the Borough should limit the amount of people that go to the Conference.  

He hasn’t seen a lot of programs or ideas coming back. 

 

     Councilwoman Turner stated she has brought back ideas but they are still 

sitting on someone’s desk which disturbs her. 

 

     Councilman Kidd stated he has brought back ideas and suggestions as well as 

ideas for Council President Giovannitti’s department. 

 

     Mayor and Council further discussed attendance at the annual Conference. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti agreed Mayor Hamilton should attend but to pay 

for badges only for all else who wanted to attend. 

 

     Councilman Kidd moved and Councilwoman Turner seconded to authorize the 

Borough Clerk to follow the same procedure that is done in previous years.  Roll 

call:  Ayes:  Councilman Kidd, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Stevenson, 

Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman 

Giampola.  Motion carried. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti discussed changes to the Trash and Recycling 

Guide as the guide is unclear.  Borough Foreman Tinder is working with 

Administrator/CFO Ruggeri and reviewing other town’s guides.  He asked Council 

to take a look at the guide and if they have any suggestions to give them to himself, 

Mr. Tinder or Administrator/CFO Ruggeri. 

 

Councilwoman Turner discussed the “Movie in the Park” event which will be held 

on Friday, September 5, 2014 at dusk (8:00 p.m.).  She is requesting use of the 

shuttle bus to transport residents from Loudenslager School or the Borough Hall.   

 

     Councilwoman Turner moved and Councilman Stevenson seconded to authorize 

use of the shuttle bus for transportation to the Fort Billings Park from either 

Loudenslager School or the Borough Hall for interested residents to attend the 

“Movie in the Park” event.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     There wasn’t any further Borough business. 
 

     Councilman Stevenson moved and Councilman Kidd seconded to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:47 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 



 

     This is a brief summary of the Work Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of the Borough of Paulsboro held on July 15, 2014 and should not be considered a 

verbatim transcript of the meeting.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________                         _____________________________ 

 Kathy A. VanScoy, RMC/CMC                             W. Jeffery Hamilton, Mayor 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

      


