
MAY 20, 2014 

 

PAULSBORO. N.J. 

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

WORK SESSION MEETING 

 

Council Chamber: 

 

     Mayor Hamilton presided at a Work Session Meeting of Council held on the 

above date and place.  

 

     Members present were:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.   

   

     Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order. 

 

     Borough Clerk VanScoy read the opening statement regarding the Open Public 

Meetings Act. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton opened the floor to the public, asked anyone speaking, to give 

their name and address and reminded everyone there was a five (5) minute time 

limit. 

 

     Jaryd Scott, 315 Billings Avenue, discussed the Paulsboro Midget Football 

Program and budget. 

 

     Barry Corradetti, 1820 Overbrook Avenue, questioned the 2014 Budget and felt 

the Borough should have raised the budget to four (4) cents and it wouldn’t have 

dug too deep into the resident’s pockets to increase the tax bill to $36.00 per year. 

 

     Mr. Corradetti thanked Chief Wachter for instituting bicycle patrols and holding 

the “Coffee with a Cop” event.  He felt it was important for the Police Department to 

have a community relationship. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti stated he asked Borough Foreman Tinder to come 

to the meeting to explain the comments that were discussed at the last Council 

Meeting. 

 

     Borough Foreman Tinder explained all employees of the Street and Highway 

Department have CDL Licenses with air brakes endorsement.  The Borough is 

considered self-certified and it will have one of these.  The Borough falls under 



category 4 under the Motor Vehicles guidelines and the only endorsement that 

requires a medical endorsement is a passenger endorsement such as the bus driver.  

He further explained the chipper truck, F-600, had a broken frame and was taken 

off the road.  The 1999 sweeper was also taken off the road.  The Borough’s 

mechanic converted both trucks into one truck and it went through inspection. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti questioned if it was a legal truck. 

 

     Borough Foreman Tinder stated yes.  He also explained the discussion regarding 

the 2002 chipper which is 12 years old.  He received a quote of $13,000 for parts but 

also received a second quote from Vermeer in the amount of $6,500.00.  Two parts 

are on back order.  One (1) part will take two (2) months and one (1) part will take 

four (4) months.  

 

     Council President Giovannitti stated preventive maintenance is done on the 

equipment and the Department works well and has all records.  Individuals do not 

have the right to go on Borough property.  He thanked the Department and 

Borough Foreman Tinder for the report. 

 

     Marvin Hamilton, 913 Chestnut Street, discussed the budget increase.  He did 

not feel $35.00 more per year was bad and maybe work would get done.  He also felt 

it was insulting as Paulsboro is not a poor town.  Council needs to start thinking 

about the town.  He is upset the budget passed with a two (2) cent increase instead 

of the four (4) cent increase. 

 

     Councilman Haynes explained that four (4) cent increase does not have anything 

to do with getting projects done as it is bonded money. 

 

     Jaryd Scott, 315 Billings Avenue, stated the Paulsboro Midget Football 

Organization is tired of holding their meetings at the Elk’s Lodge and requested 

holding their monthly meetings at the Municipal Building. 

 

     Councilman Kidd suggested he go through the Recreation Committee for his 

request. 

 

     There wasn’t any further public participation. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

close the floor to the public at 7:32 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Minutes of a Work Session Meeting held on April 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  Council 

President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive, file 

and adopt the above minutes.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 



     R. #96.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS OUT 

OF THE 2014 TEMPORARY BUDGET.  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to pay all bills properly signed and adopt R. #96.14.  

Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman 

Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  

None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Administrator’s Report: 

 

     Administrator/CFO Ruggeri discussed the 2014 Capital Budget and her 

intentions to getting projects done this year.  She requested approval to move 

forward to amend the Bond Ordinance and move forward on the projects.  Her 

intention is to complete some of the projects by the end of this year. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Haynes seconded to 

authorize Administrator/CFO Ruggeri to move forward with the projects and amend 

the bonds.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Councilman Kidd suggested meeting with Auditor Petroni to discuss the Capital 

Budget. 

 

     Solicitor Angelini suggested giving the Administrator the authority to move 

forward, have her contact Auditor Petroni and then contact Bond Counsel to get 

advice. 

 

     Administrator/CFO Ruggeri requested and Executive Session to discuss Union 

Contract negotiations and pending litigation regarding property at Block 90 Lot 13. 

 

     R. #97.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF 

THE BOROUGH OF PAULSORO.  Councilman Giampola moved and Council 

President Giovannitti seconded to adopt R. #95.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  

 

     Police Chief’s Report: 

 

     Chief Wachter stated the Department made an arrest last night for the homicide 

that took place.  It was a brother and sister arrested from Sewell.  The brother is 

being held on $500,000 bail and the sister was charged with other offenses and 

being held on $10,000 bail.  The arrests were made within 42 hours of the incident. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated he participated in a ceremonial signing of the “Veterans 

Offender Initiative”. 

 



     Chief Wachter stated last Thursday night, the Department started the ABC 

inspections.  Five (5) officers were sent to training.  They are to work with the 

establishments.  The Officers met with some resistance at first but all went well. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated the Department has an issue and has received a complaint 

from a resident regarding noise from horseshoes at the Office Bar & Grill.  The 

Borough extended the premises to allow the horseshoes in 2004.  The owner is very 

cooperative and he will keep monitoring the situation. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated he is moving forward with limited manpower with the 

bicycle patrols. 

 

     Chief Wachter further stated he is having car issues.  The top end of the engine 

is being rebuilt in the 2008 Dodge.  He is having the mechanic, Derek Hainey, 

looking at the other Dodges.  He is having serious issues with the rear suspension 

in the 2012 Dodges and car 6 will be out for 1 ½ weeks.  He is sending the other two 

2012 Dodges to be looked at.  The Borough’s roads are tearing up the cars.  In 

another 2008 car, the ball joints went.  He thanked Borough Foreman Tinder and 

Derek Hainey for getting the cars fixed and the Public Works Department does a 

wonderful job on maintaining the cars and it saves the Borough money. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated he had a death in the family as his step-mother passed 

away.  He is taking a few days off and Sergeants’ Gilcrest and Gray will be available 

in his absence.  The only day he will not be in contact is Thursday but he will be 

able to be reached otherwise. 

 

     Councilman Stevenson stated he was sorry for the Chief’s loss and the Chief 

keeps Council up to date.  He thanked Chief Wachter and he further thanked Chief 

Wachter for taking care of Mrs. Scordo personally and he is very grateful. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton offered his condolences. 

 

     Chief Wachter also stated two (2) Sergeants will be graduating Leadership 

School and he will be sending two (2) more Officers in the fall as it is a prestigious 

accomplishment.  

 

     Councilwoman Turner requested a Proclamation to honor Pastor Babajide of 

Glorious Light Christian Ministries as she passed away.  She would like the Mayor 

to present it to the family at the June 4th meeting. 

      

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

present a Proclamation to the family of Pastor Babajide of Glorious Light Christian 

Ministries at the Regular Meeting in June.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 



     Councilwoman Turner discussed the point by the former Silver Rose in the 

grassy area.  She would like to see this area beautified.  The owner gave the 

Governing Body permission to do this as the owner will not put any money into it 

but the area needs to be addressed. 

 

     Councilman Haynes stated if the Borough is going to spend money to beautify 

the area then it should be done legally and there should be an agreement with the 

owner. 

 

     Solicitor Angelini stated the Borough needs an access or easement agreement 

that would give the Borough permission to go on the property. 

 

     Councilwoman Turner stated she would work with Solicitor Angelini to come up 

with a legal agreement. 

 

     Councilman Giampola moved and Council President Giovannitti seconded to 

authorize Councilwoman Turner to work with Solicitor Angelini regarding this 

matter.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti stated Administrator/CFO Ruggeri was here on 

Saturday doing office and yard work.  Council can’t micromanage and to allow the 

people the Borough pays to make decisions and support the employees. 

 

     Councilwoman Turner discussed the proposal for Professional Services for the 

Little League Complex – Concept Plan, Block 12 Lot 1.  She would like permission 

to move forward on the Damminger Complex. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

approve the funding out of the Tower Fund to make the improvements to the 

Damminger Complex.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Stevenson seconded to 

close the meeting to the public and recess at 8:03 p.m.  All were in favor of the 

motion. 

 

     At 8:11 p.m., Mayor and Council reconvened the meeting in Executive Session. 

 

     At 8:50 p.m., Mayor and Council opened the meeting to the public. 

 

     Administrator/CFO Ruggeri stated Public Defender Stuart Jay has resigned.  

She has received an email from the Judge with some names and she will get their 

resumes.  She will bring this back at the next meeting. 

 

      



     R. #98.14:  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO 

AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND 

GENERAL RELEASE REGARDING JOSEPH CAMELI.  Councilman Giampola 

moved and Council President Giovannitti seconded to adopt R. #98.14.  Roll call:  

Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, 

Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  

Motion carried.  

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

authorize the Construction Official to proceed with the Fire Claim and in securing 

the Nail Salon Building on Broad Street.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     There wasn’t any further Borough business. 
 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Stevenson seconded to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 
 

     This is a brief summary of the Work Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of the Borough of Paulsboro held on May 20, 2014 and should not be considered a 

verbatim transcript of the meeting.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________                         _____________________________ 

 Kathy A. VanScoy, RMC/CMC                             W. Jeffery Hamilton, Mayor 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      


