
FEBRUARY 18, 2014 

 

PAULSBORO. N.J. 

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

WORK SESSION MEETING 

 

Council Chamber: 

 

     Mayor Hamilton presided at a Work Session Meeting of Council held on the 

above date and place (Paulsboro High School Auditorium).  

 

     Members present were:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.      

 

     Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order. 

 

     Borough Clerk VanScoy read the opening statement regarding the Open Public 

Meetings Act. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated the floor would be opened to the public after Council gets 

through their regular order of business as NJDEP, NJDOH and Solvay Solexis is 

present to answer questions regarding the water issue. 

 

     R. #58.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS IN 

THE 2013 BUDGET RESERVE ACCOUNTS.  Council President Giovannitti moved 

and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. #58.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #59.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS OUT 

OF THE 2014 BUDGET.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to pay all bills properly signed and adopt R. #59.14.  Roll call:  

Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, 

Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

O. #01.14:  BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE                  

WATER TREATMENT PLANT IN THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO,                  

COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM                  

OF $105,000 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL                  

OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTIES OF THE BOROUGH 

OF PAULSBORO, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; IN THE 



AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $105,000, MAKING CERTAIN 

DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN 

RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING.  Council 

President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to open the 

meeting to the public.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     There wasn’t any public participation. 

 

                Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to  

 close the meeting to the public.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

adopt O. #01.14 on second and final reading.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President 

Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, 

Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Police Chief’s Report: 

 

     Memo from Police Chief Chris T. Wachter regarding recommendation of 

Promotion to next level Patrolman.  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the letter.  All were in favor of 

the motion. 

 

     R. #60.14:  RESOLUTION PROMOTING THOMAS GIORGIANNI TO THE 

APPOINTMENT OF PATROLMAN FIRST CLASS IN THE BOROUGH OF 

PAULSBORO POLICE DEPARTMENT.  Councilwoman Turner moved and Council 

President Giovannitti seconded to adopt R. #60.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Open the Meeting to the Public: Q&A with NJDEP – NJDOH – Solvay and 

Borough of Paulsboro. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton introduced Chuck Jones and Geoffrey Pass from Solvay, Fred 

Sickels from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 

Water Supply and Geoscience, Joseph D. Eldridge and Jerald Fagliano from the 

New Jersey Department of Health.  He stated that if anyone had any questions to 

please come to the mike.  Each person would be able to ask one (1) question in order 

for everyone to have a chance to ask questions. 

 

     Barbara Dunn, 607 Mantua Avenue, questioned why NJDOH advised that 

children 1 year and younger should not drink the water and further questioned if 

the water was safe. 

 

     Joseph Eldridge, NJDOH, stated because infants drink a lot of water.  

 



     Fred Sickels, NJDEP stated the perflourinated chemicals (PFCs) are not 

regulated and they are still evaluating them. 

 

     Mrs. Dunn questioned if NJDEP has any idea when the water was 

contaminated.   

 

     Mr. Sickels stated they started getting data in 2006. 

 

     Mrs. Dunn stated she has several things wrong with her and she hoped it was 

not from the water. 

 

     Geoffrey Pass, Solvay, stated Solvay has used these material since 1985 and 

there are chemicals found in everyday items. 

 

     Dottie Palmisano, 520 Greenwich Avenue, stated in 2010 she had a child who is 

now three years old and she questioned what the difference was from a one year old 

to a three year old and how does she know her child won’t get sick.  She is losing the 

value on her house and she doesn’t want to leave Paulsboro but she can’t stay here 

as there are no guarantees. 

 

     Mr. Eldridge, NJDOH stated a person can’t be contaminated through the skin it 

can only be ingested. 

 

     Mrs. Palmisano questioned how long the Borough has known and did they know 

before 2009. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated no. 

 

     Mrs. Palmisano questioned how many wells are in Paulsboro and how many are 

contaminated. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated the Borough is using one well, which is well no. 7. 

 

     Dr. Charles Rico, from a business in Williamstown, stated the only sensible 

solution to this problem is a point of use system as bottled water is not the best 

solution. 

 

     Mr. Sickels, NJDEP, stated an under the sink treatment is not efficient and his 

recommendation is to treat the chemical at the community water source. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated Solvay is working with the NJDEP and the Borough and 

they are doing a feasibility study on well #7. 

 

     Cliff Foster, 101 Thomson Avenue, questioned the difference between a one (1) 

year old and younger and a six (6) year old impact. 

 



     Mr. Eldridge, NJDOH, stated an infant drinks more water than a six (6) year old 

through their formula and also because of their body mass.  One (1) year old and 

younger are more sensitive but the recommendation for anyone one (1) year and 

younger to drink the bottled water is a very conservative measure.  Once the 

treatment and water system is done it will stop the exposure. 

 

     Tom Gaines, 1244 Walter Avenue, discussed the parts per trillion of the PFNA in 

the water. 

 

     Robin Bergeman, 643 Mantua Avenue, questioned what the timeline was to 

reduce the contamination. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated that once wells #8 & #9 are back online then well #7 can 

be taken off line. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated that should happen in March. 

 

     Water and Sewer Engineer Biermann stated the Borough is working on a fix for 

the radium issue at wells #8 & #9 and that work should be completed in March. 

 

     Loretta Savidge, 446 Billings Avenue, questioned if the Borough is installing 

treatment units at the well. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated Solvay is ready as there are a number of options to be 

considered and they are reviewing those options. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated once the study is completed then everyone will move 

forward. 

 

     Joyce Gauthney, 1711 Dayton Avenue, prayed to find out what is the truth with 

the water issue. 

 

     Jacqueline Davis, New Street, questioned if the residents can stop paying their 

water bill in order to install a “point of use” system in their home. 

 

     Chuck Jones, Solvay, stated the sole purpose is to help improve the water in 

Paulsboro and it needs to be attacked at the source not in the home. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated no, the residents would still have to pay their water bill. 

 

     Flourdes Fletcher, 424 Summit Avenue, questioned Solvay as to what percentage 

are they paying to allocate to research and development. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated he did not have an answer. 

 



     Marietta Relation, 518 Lincoln Avenue, stated her daughter is having a baby and 

would like to breast feed but she questioned if the baby could ingest the 

contamination through the breast milk and can it be tested. 

 

     Jerald Fagliano, NJDOH, stated the Center of Disease Control (CDC) does not 

have a routine test for this but a blood test could be done and they are talking about 

monitoring the community.   

 

     Mrs. Relation felt they should monitor the community. 

 

     Mr. Fagliano stated he is supportive of breast feeding regardless of the 

circumstances. 

 

     Charlotte Dansby, 1655 Swedesboro Avenue, questioned if all has considered the 

high rate of cancer in Paulsboro. 

      

     Mr. Eldridge, NJDOH, stated they are looking into it. 

 

     Kathy McCann, Baird Avenue, stated if all wells are drawn from the same 

aquifer then all the wells are contaminated. 

 

     Mr. Sickels, NJDEP, stated but the levels are different and they are doing an 

analysis as it is not all the same. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated there are lower levels of the chemical in wells #8 & #9. 

 

     Pat Davis, 264 Thomson Avenue, questioned the NJDEP, NJDOH and Solvay if 

they would let their family drink Paulsboro’s water. 

 

     Mr. Eldridge, NJDOH, stated yes with what he knows now. 

 

     A resident from Thomson Avenue questioned how many wells the Borough of 

Paulsboro has. 

 

     Water and Sewer Engineer Biermann, stated the Borough has several different 

wells and the Borough of Paulsboro used five (5) different wells.  All the wells have 

PFNC in them although wells #8 & #9 have lower levels. 

 

     Sonya Sheard, Huff Avenue, questioned how the Borough was made aware of the 

chemical.  Was it due to the Delaware Riverkeepers? 

 

     Mr. Sickels, NJDEP, stated no, as NJDEP did a State wide study in 2006 and 

expanded the study in 2009. 

 

     Ms. Sheard further questioned the radium in wells #8 & #9. 

 



     Water and Sewer Engineer Biermann stated the radium was a natural 

occurrence and wells #8 & #9 were taken off line once it was discovered. 

 

     Don Casper, Greenwich Avenue, questioned Solvay as to how the PFCs got into 

the water. 

 

     Chuck Jones, Solvay, stated it was used and processed as per the regulations of 

the NJDEP. 

 

     Mr. Casper questioned how it was possible NJDEP knew it was in the water but 

not Solvay and what action was being taken to Solvay for putting it in the water. 

 

     Mr. Sickels, NJDEP, stated it was not regulated by NJDEP. 

 

     Mr. Casper questioned why the residents were paying for water they couldn’t 

drink. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated Solvay is working as quickly as it can. 

 

     Marilyn Schwear, Thomson Avenue, stated she felt the Borough was not very 

forthcoming with the information and questioned when the residents were going to 

be tested. 

 

     Mr. Eldridge, NJDOH, stated CDC is looking into it and is working with the 

Borough. 

 

     A resident from Commerce Street stated a friend has a one (1) year and three (3) 

week baby and questioned what the moms are going to feel if there is a health 

problem. 

 

     Mr. Eldridge, NJDOH, stated they should talk with their physicians who can 

provide good guidance and use their judgment. 

 

     The resident further questioned why it took so long to notify the residents and if 

there is a problem, who is going to pay for Doctors appointments, the bottled water, 

etc. 

 

     Mr. Sickels, NJDEP, stated he understands her frustration and they are moving 

relatively quickly but it won’t be determined if it is from this exposure. 

 

     Tracy Carluccio, Delaware Riverkeeper Network, stated according to the 

Drinking Water Quality Institute, PFNA is associated with bad cholesterol, cancer, 

etc.  She further stated to NJDEP that an interim standard can be set.  She 

questioned if Solvay was going to give bottled water to all the residents. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated Weiss’ Hardware Store has water and he is not turning 

anyone away. 



 

     Bob Canning stated he lives on River Road in West Deptford and he lives ¼ mile 

from the Solvay plant.  He stated he has a private well and questioned Solvay as to 

when the private wells are going to be tested.   

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated he will keep them informed as to if they test the wells 

but that they are not slowing down. 

 

     Aaron Smith, Billings Avenue, questioned Solvay as to how come they don’t drill 

deeper wells. 

 

     Mr. Pass, Solvay, stated they may but will have to review their options once the 

study is done. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton informed everyone that the question and answer session is over 

and he thanked the panel for coming. 

 

     Councilman Haynes moved and Councilman Kidd seconded to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:07 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     This is a brief summary of the Work Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of the Borough of Paulsboro held on February 18, 2014 and should not be considered 

a verbatim transcript of the meeting.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________                         _____________________________ 

 Kathy A. VanScoy, RMC/CMC                              W. Jeffery Hamilton, Mayor 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 


