
FEBRUARY 4, 2014 

 

PAULSBORO. N.J.  

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Council Chamber: 

 

     Mayor Hamilton presided at the regular meeting of Council held on the above 

date and place.  

 

     The Opening Prayer was given by Mayor Hamilton. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton asked all those present to join in the salute to the flag, which 

was conducted by Borough Clerk VanScoy. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order. 

 

     Borough Clerk VanScoy read the opening statement regarding the Open Public 

Meetings Act. 

 

     Members present were: Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton opened the floor to the public. 

 

     Larry Sheffield, 1658 Swedesboro Avenue, thanked Mayor and Council as the 

house next to him has moved to the next level of foreclosure and it now belongs to 

the Borough. 

 

     Glenn Roemmich, Emergency Management Coordinator, 112 Cedar Avenue, 

stated he is resigning as the Emergency Management Coordinator and he has 

served the Borough of Paulsboro for 15 years and it has been an honor.  He is most 

proud of the installation of the Early Warning System but a second siren needs to 

be installed.  He thanked the Mayor and Council. 

 

     Lauren Stubbs, 576 Billings Avenue, discussed the water issue and why the 

residents weren’t notified and at what point do you hold the accountability. 

 

     Solicitor Angelini stated through efforts put forth by the Mayor and Council to 

hold Solvay Solexis accountable and Solvay has agreed to provide bottled water to 



any residents with children one (1) year or younger.  He further stated rest assured 

the Borough has put Solvay on notice and it has 90 days to proceed in court.  He 

also stated the Governing Body is insisting on a meeting with NJ Department of 

Environmental Protection, NJ Department of Health and Solvay as they would like 

to have the answers themselves. 

 

     Barry Corradetti, 1820 Overbrook Avenue, questioned when the Borough became 

aware of the contaminants in the water. 

 

     Water and Sewer Superintendent Daly stated NJDEP sent a letter in 2010 to 

test for two (2) chemicals but the testing wasn’t for the PFNA chemical. 

 

     Solicitor Angelini suggested questioning NJDEP, NJDOH and Solvay when a 

meeting is scheduled. 

 

     Mr. Corradetti stated this could have been discussed sooner. 

 

     Veronica Tortella, 208 Greenwich Avenue, thanked Mayor and Council for the 

letters to the residents but to please let the residents know when this meeting 

would be held.  She has called the Borough several times in the last several years 

regarding the water. She appreciated Mayor and Council working on this issue and 

to keep marching forward. 

 

     A resident from 320 Beacon Avenue discussed the flooding issues he has been 

having and he has asked for a resolution.  He asked to get a pump to drain out the 

water as something has to be done. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated the Engineers spoke to him and there is nothing blocking 

the pipes but that he understands the concern. 

 

     Water and Sewer Engineer Biermann stated the Borough has made application 

to NJ Department of Transportation for that stretch of the road which would 

include the storm water. 

 

     Michael Pidliskey, 572 Greenwich Avenue, discussed the crime in Paulsboro. 

 

     Chief Wachter stated there have not been 40 burglaries since the beginning of 

the year as Mr. Pidliskey has stated.  The crimes are mostly car burglaries. He 

further stated the crime in Paulsboro is down. 

 

     Mr. Lavard, 9 West Adams Street, stated there are lawsuits being filed against 

Solvay. 

 



     Solicitor Angelini stated the lawsuits being filed are class action lawsuits and 

they are looking for West Deptford residents.  The lawsuits have to show causation 

of harm. 

 

     There wasn’t any further public participation. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

close the floor to the public at 7:32 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Proclamation: Black History Month 

 

     Minutes of a Work Session Meeting held on December 17, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to 

receive, file and approve the above minutes.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Minutes of the Annual Reorganization and First Regular Meeting held on 

January 2, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to receive, file and adopt the above minutes.  All were in favor of 

the motion. 
 
     R. #46.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS IN 
THE 2013 BUDGET RESERVE ACCOUNTS.  Council President Giovannitti moved 
and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. #46.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 
President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 
Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #47.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS OUT 

OF THE 2014 BUDGET.  (January 21, 2014 – meeting was cancelled due to the 

inclement weather).  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to pay all bills properly signed and adopt R. #47.14.  Roll call:  

Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola (abstained on all Fire 

Department bills), Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, 

Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #48.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF BILLS OUT 

OF THE 2014 BUDGET.  (February 4, 2014).  Council President Giovannitti moved 

and Councilman Giampola seconded to pay all bills properly signed and adopt R. 

#48.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola 

(abstained on all Fire Department bills), Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, 

Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #49.14:  EMERGENCY TEMPORARY RESOLUTION PRIOR TO 

ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET.  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. #49.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 



President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #50.14:  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH MUNICIPAL 

MAINTENANCE COMPANY FOR THE INSTALLATION OF HMO CHEMICAL 

FEED SYSTEM AT THE PAULSBORO WATER TREATMENT PLANT.  (Council 

approved this Resolution by telephone poll on January 23, 2014 due to the 

cancellation of the Work Session Meeting).  Council President Giovannitti moved 

and Councilman Haynes seconded to adopt R. #50.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #51.14:  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH COMPLETE 

CONTROL SERVICES, INC. FOR A SCADA INTEGRATION OF NEW HMO 

CHEMICAL FEED SYSTEM AT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT.   Council 

President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. 

#51.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #52.14:  RESOLUTION APPROVING PERFORMANCE BOND AND 

POSTING OF ESCROW FOR ENGINEERING AND INSPECTION FOR SOUTH 

JERSEY GAS TO PERFORM RESTORATION IN THE BOROUGH OF 

PAULSBORO.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola 

seconded to adopt R. #52.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, 

Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman 

Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #53.14:  RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR ALLOWANCE OF A VETERAN 

DEDUCTION.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola 

seconded to adopt R. #53.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, 

Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman 

Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #54.14:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF 2013 

RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT BY THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO.  

Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt 

R. #54.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 



     R. #55.14:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO 

TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING OF THE MUNICIPAL 

ALLIANCE PROJECT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015.  Council President 

Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt R. #55.14.  Roll 

call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman 

Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  

None.  Motion carried. 
 
     R. #33.14:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH COUNCIL TO 
AWARD A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS FOR THE YEAR 2014 FOR A BOROUGH 
APPRAISER FOR THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO.  (Molinari & Associates.)  
Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to adopt 
R. # 33.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 
Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 
Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #37.14:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH COUNCIL TO 

AWARD A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PURSUANT TO 

THE FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS FOR THE YEAR 2014 FOR SPECIAL 

COUNSEL FOR TAX APPEALS FOR THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO.   

Councilman Haynes moved and Councilman Kidd seconded to table R. #37.14 until 

the Work Session Meeting on February 18, 2014.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council 

President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman 

Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Summary of reports and copies of minutes of meetings.  Council President 

Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file.  All were 

in favor of the motion. 

 

     Invitation letter from Walt Quint, Paulsboro Public Schools, regarding the 

Volunteers in Paulsboro Schools (VIPs) program and to attend a matinee 

performance of the Paulsboro High School musical production of “Little Shop of 

Horrors” on Saturday, March 15, 2014 at noon in the Paulsboro High School 

Auditorium.  RSVP.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to receive, file the invitation and respond by March 1, 2014.  All 

were in favor of the motion.   

 

     Letter from Ted Bamford, Gloucester County Utilities Authority regarding Fiscal 

Year 2014:  GCUA Operating Budget.  Council President Giovannitti moved and 

Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the letter.  All were in favor of 

the motion except Councilman Haynes abstained. 

 

     Letter from Ted Bamford, Gloucester County Utilities Authority, regarding 

public hearing notice on proposed rate schedule.  Council President Giovannitti 



moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the letter.  All were 

in favor of the motion except Councilman Haynes abstained. 

 

     Received Bingo License Application #BA-573 for the Paulsboro Volunteer Fire 

Association #1 for their annual bingo events.  Council President Giovannitti moved 

and Councilman Haynes seconded to receive, file the application and approve the 

bingo license.  All were in favor of the motion except Councilmen Giampola and 

Stevenson abstained. 

 

     Administrator’s Report: 

 

     Letter from Jeffrey A. Daniels, Angelini, Viniar & Freedman, L.L.P., regarding 

Final Judgment for In Rem Tax Foreclosure.  Council President Giovannitti moved 

and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive and file the letter.  All were in favor 

of the motion.   

 

       Administrator Ruggeri stated Mayor and Council have received the proposal 

from Sickels & Associates in regards to additional engineering work for the 

chemical feed system at the Water Treatment Plant. 

 

     R. #56.14:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF 

PAULSBORO AND SICKLES & ASSOCIATES, INC. TO PROVIDE CERTAIN 

ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE PAULSBORO WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT PROJECT.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to adopt R. #56.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President 

Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, 

Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     R. #57.14:  EMERGENCY TEMPORARY RESOLUTION PRIOR TO ADOPTION 

OF THE BUDGET.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to adopt R. #57.14.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President 

Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, 

Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Administrator Ruggeri stated Mayor and Council have to adopt a Bond 

Ordinance to pay for funding for all elements of the chemical feed system at the 

Water Treatment Plant in the amount of $105.000. 

 

     FIRST READING AND INTRODUCTION: 

 

     O. #01.14:  BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT IN THE BOROUGH OF PAULSBORO, COUNTY 

OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $105,000 



THEREFORE; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATIONS 

BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

PAULSBORO, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY, IN THE 

AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $105,000, MAKING CERTAIN 

DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN 

RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING.  Councilman 

Haynes moved and Councilman Kidd seconded to adopt O. #101.14 on first reading 

and introduction and schedule the second reading and public hearing on February 

18, 2014.  Roll call:  Ayes:  Council President Giovannitti, Councilman Giampola, 

Councilman Haynes, Councilman Kidd, Councilman Stevenson, Councilwoman 

Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

     Administrator Ruggeri stated she will discuss the Insurance Broker at the next 

Work Session Meeting. 

 

     Police Chief’s Report: 

 

     Memo from Chief Chris T. Wachter regarding approval to accept seized vehicles 

and send to auction.  Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman 

Giampola seconded to receive, file the memo, accept two (2) vehicles and send them 

to auction.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Memo from Chief Chris T. Wachter regarding request to hire Full-time Officers.  

Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to receive 

and file the memo.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Chief Wachter discussed hiring two (2) full time police officers to continue the 

trend of crime being down.  He would like to bring the patrol to 15 officers with a 

bicycle unit.  He would promote within using the Class II Officers. 

 

     Councilman Kidd stated this should be discussed during the Budget discussions 

and with the Administrator/CFO. 

 

     Councilman Kidd moved and Councilman Haynes seconded to table this matter 

until the overall Budget has been prepared. 

 

     Councilman Stevenson stated he had the Chief discuss this with the Public 

Safety Committee and he agreed this matter should go to a budget discussion but he 

wanted to see this placed on the next Work Session Meeting agenda to be discussed. 

 

     All were in favor of the motion to table this matter until budget discussions. 

 

     OLD BUSINESS:  Police Vehicle Purchase.  Administrator/CFO Ruggeri stated 

she has looked into the purchase but has run into a snafu with the State contract.  



She would like to table this until the next Work Session Meeting to present the 

options. 

 

     MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

     Construction and Licensing Committee:  Councilman Giampola, Chairman: 

 

     Councilman Giampola stated the new Code Enforcement Officer started 

yesterday and has enrolled in school.  He will be going to school Tuesdays and 

Thursdays in February, March and April.  The office is moving forward and he 

thanked Mr. Ruffalo. 

 

     Councilman Giampola thanked the firemen from the Paulsboro Volunteer Fire 

Association as the last couple of snow events they stayed overnight at the Fire 

house. 

 

     Public Property Committee/Community Betterment Committee:  Councilwoman 

Turner, Chair: 

 

     Councilwoman Turner stated the Borough is still moving forward in getting the 

Borough properties sold as the Borough is actively looking to sell. 

 

     Councilwoman Turner stated she is very supportive of the bicycle unit being 

implemented in the Police Department and she is very supportive of all the Police 

Department is doing. 

 

     Councilwoman Turner further stated the 1st Annual Black History event is going 

to be held on February 21st at 6:30 p.m. at the Paulsboro High School.  She asked if 

anyone was interested to please contact her or someone on the Recreation 

Committee. 

 

     Councilwoman Turner stated there was some toys left over from the Christmas 

event and they were given to six (6) Day Care facilities and three (3) families.  She 

has received a thank you letter from one (1) Day Care facility for the donation.  

 

     Public Safety Committee:  Councilman Stevenson, Chairman: 

   

     Councilman Stevenson sincerely thanked Glenn Roemmich for being the 

Emergency Management Coordinator as the job serves a great purpose and he did a 

great job. 

 

     Councilman Stevenson stated he received the design for the new Conrail Bridge 

and it is very similar to the iron bridge.  He also wanted to give a heads up that the 

NTSB report should be coming out soon. 



 

     Councilman Stevenson thanked everyone for their great questions on the water 

issue and the Council is asking the same questions.  He thanked Mayor and Council 

and he is looking forward to working with everyone on many issues. 

 

     Finance Committee/School Board Liaison:  Councilman Kidd, Chairman: 

 

     Councilman Kidd stated he attended the School Board meeting and the youth 

were being recognized as well as each parent.  He always hears negative things 

about kids and he was glad he went to the meeting.   

 

     Councilman Kidd stated there are some things that worry him and one is the 

Code Book which is one of the most important things in the Borough.  One item in 

the Code Book is the residency requirement as residents should be hired and if not 

the person hired has 90 days to move to Paulsboro.  He felt it should be corrected to 

get it right.  Another item is the personnel policy/procedure manual for equal 

opportunity employer but Council needs to start holding up to it. 

 

     Utilities Committee:  Councilman Haynes, Chairman: 

 

     Councilman Haynes thanked Glenn Roemmich for his years of service as the 

Emergency Management Coordinator and as past Chiefs’ of Fire Commission.  It 

was a pleasure serving with him and he wished Glenn luck on his endeavors. 

 

     Councilman Haynes wanted to insure the residents that Mayor and Council 

takes seriously for residents to have clean safe drinking water.  The Mayor and 

Council are going to do whatever it takes and it is a work in progress which Mayor 

and Council and the Professionals will not stop until it is corrected and addressed. 

 

     Street and Highway Committee:  Council President Giovannitti, Chairman: 

 

     Council President Giovannitti stated he has some sad news and some good news.  

The sad news is Congressman Rob Andrews is retiring but the good news is Senator 

Norcross will step into his position.  He asked to have a thank you letter sent to 

Congressman Andrews as he was a true friend of Paulsboro and have Mr. Andrews 

down in the spring to honor him. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti moved and Councilman Haynes seconded to send 

Congressman Andrews a thank you letter and invite him to Paulsboro in the spring.  

All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti further stated Glenn Roemmich’s heart was 

Paulsboro Pride and it is the people that make this town special. 

 



     Council President Giovannitti thanked all those involved in the water issue.  He 

stated the Borough is aggressively addressing the issue and he recognized Mayor 

Hamilton and the Professional’s for their involvement as it is a team. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti thanked the Street and Highway Department as 

they are doing an excellent job especially with clearing the streets of snow. 

 

     Council President Giovannitti welcomed Michael Ruffalo aboard and he is proud 

of everyone.  He again thanked Mayor Hamilton. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton discussed reducing the permit fees for the Paulsboro Boys and 

Girls Club to renovate the building and the basement.  He stated this has been 

turned over to the Administrator to resolve.  He felt it would help the community 

and the kids.   

 

     Mayor Hamilton stated he was going to host a Town Forum on Saturday, 

February 8, 2014 at the Paulsboro High School in order for the NJDEP, NJDOH 

and Solvay to answer questions but it appears the NJDEP cannot make it.  He will 

have to schedule a date and time when all parties involved can be present.  He felt 

it might be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2014. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton further stated the NJDOH and Solvay has recommended that 

residents with children 1 year and younger should use bottled water which can be 

received free of charge from Weiss’ True Value. 

 

     Mayor Hamilton thanked Glenn Roemmich for his service as the Emergency 

Management Coordinator. 

 

     There wasn’t any further Borough business. 

 

     Councilman Stevenson moved and Councilman Giampola seconded to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:32 p.m.  All were in favor of the motion. 

 

     This is a brief summary of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Paulsboro held on February 4, 2014 and should not be considered a 

verbatim transcript of the meeting.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________                         _____________________________ 

 Kathy A. VanScoy, RMC/CMC                              W. Jeffery Hamilton, Mayor 

 Borough Clerk 

 


